Democracy Dinner
On September 19th - 32 people attended the HCYC Democracy dinner at Winchester Guildhall. 
Members of HCYC discussed the questions below with distinguished guests – The Mayor of Winchester Cllr Nelmes, County Cllr Felicity Hindson, Executive (Lead) Member for Children’s Services, John Coughlan Director of Children’s Services and Professor Carter, Vice Chancellor of Winchester University.  
· How can democracy survive when “fewer and fewer people support parties?”

· Should there be more teaching in schools about political issues?

· Should you have more of a direct say over political decision?

· Should referendums be used more widely?

· Should voting be made compulsory?

· Should ballot papers include a ‘none of the above’ option?

The questions were discussed over a three course meal with video’s of Mark Oaten MP, Boris Johnson MP and George Young MP shown, expressing their views on the issues.

The dinner and video was completely organised by HCYC member Matt Burghes, who also arranged for sponsorship of the event from Cllr Ken Thornber, Leader of Hampshire County Council.

The results of the discussions will be circulated to Cllr’s, MP’s and the Electoral Commission.
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