	
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS

- PUBLICITY EVALUATION


	Q1
	Which of our publicity did you see prior to these elections? Please tick all those that apply.

	
	
	Promotional postcard

	 42.9% 

	
	
	Promotional booklet

	 34.5% 

	
	
	Local press

	 48.8% 

	
	
	None

	 15.5% 

	 
	Other (please state)
	
	· "Billboard"

· "Leaflet in door"

· "Personal calls"

· "Note stating no election"

· "Personal visit"

· "Party flyers"

· "Received one canvasser"


	Q2
	Did the publicity encourage you to vote on 3 May 2007?

	
	
	Yes

	 39.3% 

	
	
	No

	 46.4% 

	
	
	I did not vote

	 14.3% 


	Q3
	If you did not vote, why not?


· "Because there was no real information inside. I would have been interested to see a brief synopsis of each candidates main duties"

· "Not interested in political games"

· "Indisposed"

· "I did not vote there was no voting slip in my envelope"

· "There was no election for this ward"

· "I was called away suddenly the day before- I have always voted"

· "never had time"

· "Had no information on candidates or their policies, so could not make an informed decision"

· "No candidates"

· "Not interested because policy goes out of the window. Don't listen to voters"

· "Because we did not receive any notification of where to go"

· "Did not receive one single piece of literature about any of the candidates, let alone any visits"

· "You failed to send me a ballot paper with my postal vote information"

· "Disillusioned"

· "There is no BNP candidate for our area, and there is nowhere to vote local that I know of."

	Q4
	How effective do you think greater publicity is at increasing turnout at elections?

	
	
	Very effective

	 17.9% 

	
	
	Fairly effective

	 35.7% 

	
	
	Neither effective or ineffective

	 15.5% 

	
	
	Fairly ineffective

	 10.7% 

	
	
	Very ineffective

	  8.3% 

	
	
	Don't know

	  8.3% 

	
	
	No reply

	3.6%


	Q5
	Is there anything the District Council or Councillors could do to increase voter turnout?


· "No it is up to the candidates to be more concerned and available during the year"

· "Make people more aware of who is standing for election. I did not know and could find no information on the district council website"

· "Greater emphasis on why we should vote. All broadcasting channels should broadcast at the same time"

· "Link to car tax renew. No vote no renew"

· "By allowing votes by text or email"

· "Target places where younger people gather"

· "I don't feel sufficiently informed to comment"

· "No"

· "Councillors could try to visit the people who they represent prior to elections"

· "No"

· "Get the government to make voting compulsory"

· "More contact with voters"

· "Voting should be made compulsory"

· "Actually provide information about what they are and what their policies are. We only had a leaflet from one candidate, so he got the vote"

· "Be very careful with postal voting to prevent fraudulent voting"

· "I do not think anything you do will make any difference to lazy voters"

· "Introduce themselves in person to the voters"

· "More information on those standing for election"

· "Start listening to what the public of Droitwich want"

· "Fight for better pensions for  OAPs call and see us personally"

· "Door to door canvassing"

· "Listen to the people more instead of thinking they always know what's best for us."

· "More personal canvassing"

· "Review suitability of polling stations especially regarding access"

· "No incentive to vote when you are even turned away from a local tip because you have a fiesta van and larger vehicles are allowed in bureaucracy at it's best. Well done Wychavon, bring back fly tipping!!"

· "Be seem to be taking notice of what the local community actually want or need"

· "People tend to make up their own minds without a lot of paper publicity-personal appearances are better than anything."

· "Councillors should advertise and make their surgery and contact details more available to residents in their parish. I haven't a clue who mine is and how to get in touch or they have a surgery."

· "Possibly not!"

· "Most councillors are not to be seen"

· "Councillors who are you! Definitive, clear, local policies would be a start"

· "Stop council funded projects from costing 5 or 6 times the going rate"

· "Sunday voting penalties for no voting"

· "Local elections should be based on individual basis not be members of national political parties"

· "Meet the electorate by more informal meetings"

· "Listen to what voters have to say. Be honest"

· "I think it would be difficult to change the apathy of the elections."

· "Make it more personal- show interest in the people of ward- be available and approachable"

· "Become very disillusioned. To increase turnout need to become reliable and follow through on policies."

· "Not everyone reads the local press. Mail shots would reach most people"

· "Deal with issues that are relevant to our community, ask for feedback from residents go door to door at least once before elections. Hold public debates"

· "2"

· "Stop wasting money on publications and magazines and questionnaires. Spend our money on services not on self adulation methods that are meaningless and non-functional"

· "Compulsory voting"

· "Encourage postal voting"

· "Avoid creating cynicism by failure to reflect sensible aspirations"

· "Use their brains. And expect other citizens to use theirs.;"

· "Listen to what voters actually tell them through canvassing. Letters to local press"

· "Doubt it"

· "No is up to the candidates themselves i think"

· "Quarterly newsletters about councils future plans and who are the people proposing them"

· "Not a lot."

· "Get my postal vote correct"

· "To carry out slight improvements each year to the areas they represent"

· "Be true to word"

· "To converse more. More talk less leaflets less waste"

· "Have ballot boxes in the local areas e.g.  Droitwich and promote its location. So people know where to go. localise things not centralise things as a lot of elderly, unemployed and young mothers cannot travel"

